WEST COAST BAPTI

COLLEGE

Training Laborers for His Harvest

BI 511 - Mosaic Writings
Online Syllabus and Study Guide

Course Instructor: Mr. J. Michael Lester

Disclaimer: Please disregard any mentioning of Whybray’s book. Since the recording of the
first introductory lecture the instructor has decided to not use the book.

I. Course Description

1.

This course is to be an in-depth study of the Pentateuch. These books are
collectively called the Books of Moses, the Torah, simply MOSES, as well as
some other titles we will learn. Conservative Jewish and Christian scholars
accept Moses as the biblical writer of these materials.

This course will demonstrate the liberal theology that purports at least four
different human instruments to be fallacious, unbiblical, and a direct attack
upon the inerrancy and inspiration of Scriptures. This type of theology is
recognized as the Documentary Theory.

Understanding the Pentateuch is vital to understanding the remaining parts
of God’s Word. For example, if the first three chapters are regarded as
allegorical, the analogy between the first man Adam, and our heavenly
Second Adam has no merit. God’s creation of man and man’s consequent
fall into sin are intricately involved in why Jesus came and died.

The promises of man’s redemption are seen in anti-type, only to find the
ultimate fulfillment in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ. It has been said
that Genesis is the “seedbed of the Bible...” If that be true, we must pay
special attention to these foundational books.

IL. Course Purpose

1.

The purpose of this study is to provide the student at the post-graduate level
a foundation on which all other Bible courses may be built. Themes, types,
and thoughts given in Genesis are found interwoven throughout the rest of
the biblical text.

In this study, the progress of God’s revelation of Himself to man will be
traced through some of His Names, His covenants with the patriarchs, and
with the giving of the Law (which is in a covenantal form). We will also see
the purpose of this law was never to bring salvation - it was a ministration of
condemnation.
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IIL.

IV.

3. This study will also show the origin of man’s nature and aid in understanding
the reason for man’s continual rebellion against God. We call this a “sin
nature.” This nature is not subject to the laws of God, but is contrary.

4. This course will show that the God of Moses is still the same God today. In
effect, the God of the Old Testament is no different from the God of the New
Testament. Yet, while God, as to His character, has not changed, His working
with man has.

5. While there is great judgment found in the Old Testament, we understand
that were it not for Christ’s finished work of atonement, that judgment would
still be poured out upon us. However, even with the outpouring of
tremendous judgment upon nations, individuals, and the world, there is still
a mixture of grace tempered with it. Ultimately, mercy and grace have kissed
each other at the Cross.

Course Objectives

1. This course will aid the student in understanding the vital themes that are
introduced in the Pentateuch. In addition, these themes will be seen in the
greater light of the revelation found in the New Testament.

2. This course will provide a tool in guiding the student to an understanding
that God reveals Himself and His works to man through a variety of
experiences and means. A tool is only useful as it is used.

3. This course will show the student the basis for man’s responsibility to God
and the need to respond to God’s revelation of Himself to us. We call this a
dispensing of stewardship responsibilities.

Course Goals

1. As a result of this course, each student should be established in his
understanding of the early revelations of God to mankind. These revelatory
experiences become the basis for understanding further revelation found in
Scripture. The understanding of these experiences will be measured through
the instrument of the final examination.

2. As aresult of this course, each student will demonstrate a familiarity with
the major persons and events found in these five books. An adequate
knowledge will be demonstrated through the clarity of each project /
assignment that is completed.

3. As aresult of this course, you will have a greater understanding of your own
sinful nature and consequently, a greater appreciation for the grace of God at
work in your own life.

4. As aresult of this course, you will understand how the major covenants of
the Old Testament relate to Eschatology. Furthermore, you will understand
how the seven major feasts of the Old Testament relate to Eschatology.

Course Requirements
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The student will read the five books of Moses in his Bible one time this
semester. Failure to read by the scheduled day for the final exam is a failure
to pass this course. More emphasis is placed upon the “infallible words of
God” than the “fallible words of an instructor.”

Read from the assigned pages in the textbook by Herbert Wolf.
Read the assigned pages in Gleanings in Genesis by A.W. Pink.
Complete the assignments located in the study guide following each lesson.

When answering the questions in this guide, the student is first to copy the
question, skip a line, and upon answering the question, be sure that the
question is incorporated back into the answer. These answers are to be in
complete sentences with attention given to grammar. These questions and
answers are to be included in your notebook.

As there are ten sections to the guide, it is incumbent upon each student to
have five sections completed by the Mid-term. There is no “grace-period” in
getting these projects done. The “prudent student” will discipline his time
from the very first class meeting and be ready always to give an answer...

You are to keep a notebook of all your notes and any returned materials. If
these notes are not neat and clean, do not bother to turn them in. Part of the
responsibility of the student at this level is to take all of this material and
present it in such a way that is pleasant to the eyes. (Hint: You may consider
tabs for your notebook.) This is due on the day that our final exam is
scheduled. It will be taken early, but will not be taken late.

VI. Course Grading Factors

Nk =

You will be graded on your mid-term.

You will have 3 grades on notebook: Completeness, Presentation, Grammar.
You will be graded on the thoroughness of your answers to study questions.
You will be graded on periodic quizzes.

You will be graded on tests over each book.

You will be graded on the projects included in the study guide.

You will be graded on your final exam.

If you were to look at it in terms of percentages:
Midterm and Final Exam 20%

Tests 15%
Quizzes 10%
Projects 10%
Study Guide 15%
Notebook 30%
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