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WEST COAST BAPTIST COLLEGE

Training Laborers for His Harvest

CE 532 - Introduction to Philosophy
Online Syllabus

Course Instructor: Dr. Jerry Goddard

I. Course Description

This course is designed to introduce the master’s student to the subject of philosophy
and how it relates to Christian education. The course will compare some of the
philosophies used by the world in education and show how the Bible either defends or
condemns the use of such. The student will learn how to build a biblical philosophy of
teaching and ministry focused on reaching students through Christian education and
developing them in their spiritual maturity for God.

II. Course Objectives

As aresult of the course instruction and the successful completion of the course
projects, the student will be able to:

A. Demonstrate an understanding of the subject of philosophy from a secular and
biblical perspective.

B. Demonstrate an understanding of some historical perspectives of philosophy and
show how they are complimentary or contradictive to a biblical approach to
Christian education.

C. Show the nature and validity of true knowledge and how it is attained.

D. Determine and demonstrate what constitutes our mind and how that mind affects
spiritual decisions and actions.

III. Textbook

Geisler, Norman L. and Paul D. Feinberg. Introduction to Philosophy: A Christian
Perspective. Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1980.
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IV. Course Requirements

A. Students are required to keep all lecture notes up to date in a three-ring binder. A
copy of the completed lecture notes will be mailed to the instructor before taking of
the Final Examination. The student may choose to email or mail the completed
lecture notes.

B. The student is required to read the textbook and answer the questions on the
following pages. It is suggested that the answers be emailed to the instructor
according to the schedule listed. For example, the student could finish reading
chapters 1 - 3, answer the textbook questions, and e-mail that completed project to
the instructor. A grade will be given on each set of questions. The answers to all of
the questions will be due prior to the taking of the Final Examination.

Schedule for the completion of the textbook questions:
Chapters
1-3

4-6

7-9
10-12
13-15
16-18
19-21
22-24
25-27

C. A5 -7pageresearch paper will be submitted on one of the philosophers listed
below. The content of the paper should evidence good research and communicate
background of the philosopher which caused him to think they way he thought. The
paper should be concluded with a Scriptural refutation of the man’s primary beliefs.
The paper should be mailed or e-mailed prior to the taking of the final examination.
The paper will be evaluated based on content, form, and style. Turabian’s A Manual
for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations as listed in the bibliography will
be the standard for format.

Dewey, John

James, Williams

Locke, John

Rousseau, Jean Jacques

V. Grading

Each student’s final grade will be determined by an evaluation of the following projects:
Answers to textbook questions
Research paper
Mid-Semester Examination - to be taken after lecture 5 and before lecture 6
Final Examination
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